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PLEASE REPLY TO:
December 9th, 2011






Alan S. Godber, President, LBWP









Phone/FAX (732) 846-4476









e-mail agodber@mac.com
To:
Members and Participants in the Lawrence Brook Watershed Partnership Inc.

From:
Alan S. Godber, President, Lawrence Brook Watershed Partnership Inc.

SUBJECT:
DECEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING #106 & ELECTION OF TRUSTEES OF


LAWRENCE BROOK WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP INC.  Tuesday, December 20th, 7:30PM, at Milltown Senior Center, 60 Violet Terrace, Milltown.  

The December Membership Meeting and Election of Trustees of the Partnership which will be held

Tuesday, December 20th, 2011, 7:30PM, at the Milltown Senior Center, 60 Violet Terrace, Milltown, NJ 08850.

Our speaker will be

 Dr. Beth Ravit, Rutgers University

who will speak about 

“Restoration of Oysters to the

Raritan River Estuary”
Dr. Ravit is from the Center for Urban Environmental Sustainability (CUES), Department of Environmental Sciences at Rutgers University.  She has been doing research into the current situation of oysters for several years.  She will discuss with us her research and the results so far.

We shall also be conducting the Annual Election of Trustees.  

Everyone is welcome.  Please let your friends & colleagues know of the event. 

Two Environmental Conferences – Organized by LBWP

We need more volunteers to help organize two conferences in the next couple of months. 

1. “How to better manage storm water flow in the watershed and plan to mitigate flooding.”   

Let us know very soon if you can help with this project.  We need residents from all LB watershed communities.  
2. “How to develop best long-term results on three preserved farms in the 

watershed, including the historic farmhouses”. 

Attached, please find a Draft Agenda for the meeting.  If you need a map of how

to reach the Milltown Senior Center, please let us know.

See Directions to Milltown Senior Center   ( Overleaf
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Directions to Milltown Senior Center:
From the South Brunswick, North Brunswick and New Brunswick Areas 

Travel via Rte. 1 & take Milltown Rd exit. (Traveling South this is three exits after Rte. 18, traveling North it is the next exit after Rte. 130 (follow signs at Rte.130 intersection for Milltown Rd. exit to the right).  Enter Milltown from Milltown Rd., continue south to Nth. Main St. for approx. 3/4 mile to Mill Pond traffic light, junction with Washington Ave. (having crossed Lawrence Brook at Main St. bridge).  Turn left (Hess Station on left), take first right turn into J.F.Kennedy Drive.  Proceed approx. 1/4 mile to Violet Terrace & turn left.  After 200 feet, building on right is the Senior Center, parking is to right & rear of the building.

From the South Brunswick and East Brunswick Areas
From South Brunswick, take Cranbury Rd. to Ryders Lane & turn left on Ryders Lane. From East Brunswick, Rte. 18, take Rues Lane leading to Ryders Lane.  Continue on Ryders Lane to Milltown Rd. then turn left.  Cross NJ Turnpike & proceed for approx. 3/4 mile to Violet Terrace (first right turn after traffic light at Kuhlthau Ave), where turn right (one way street).  Proceed across J.F.Kennedy Drive (four way stop).  After 200 feet, building on right is the Senior Center, parking is to right & rear of building.


Other Announcements and Information
VOLUNTEERS & MEMBERS NEEDED!!

We really welcome your donations to the work of the LBWP. We primarily need general operating funds. Projects such as public outreach, mapping equipment & the planned Education & Nature Center need funding.  2011 Membership dues are still $35 & our brochure, available from the HQ or the website, recommends a range of donation levels.  A Partnership tee shirt & cap is included for new members. We will have additional environmentally-sustainable bonus gifts soon.  The Partnership is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, & your contributions are tax-deductible. If your employer has a matching plan, you could add their contribution to yours, which would help us achieve much more.

If you haven’t renewed for 2011, please do so now. We need your support to protect the watershed.

Also, please look at the volunteer activities list on page 3 and let us know your interests.

Informing the Public about Environmentally Friendly House and Garden Products.

As part of our watershed protection efforts, the Partnership encourages community residents, businesses & government to adopt environmentally friendly fertilizers, pesticides & cleaning products. For the 7th year, we have been selling Organic Fertilizers, Insecticide/Fungicide & Biodegradable Cleaning Products.   We had a Special Sale of current stock at 50% off Manufacturer’s Recommended Retail Price trough the end of November.  We normally sell at 25% off MRRP.  If you would like any of these products, please let us know. We have gift baskets of organic products for your special occasion, available from us. Custom baskets available. 

Contaminated storm water runoff & chemical lawn fertilizers are significant contributors to elevated levels of chemicals in the state’s drinking water supplies.  By avoiding the use of harmful garden materials & harsh cleaning products, residents can help protect our water resources, preserve aquatic life & protect their own health. We have 28 products to offer. LBWP takes orders & sells Organic Fertilizers & Biodegradable Cleaning products by prior arrangement by phone or e-mail.  We will meet you at our HQ at 85 Washington Ave. Milltown. Prepaid orders may be sent by mail & order forms are available on-line at www.lbwp.org, or e-mail at contact@lbwp.org More info, ph. (732) 249-LBWP(5297). 

We are actively searching for a location in the watershed for our permanent Headquarters & Nature Center. We now have significant additions of mammals to our taxidermied animal collection and we need a place to be able to exhibit these to provide education about nature.  We also need help in this search and in raising funds to make this project happen.  If you can help, please let us know.

To Members and Participants in the LBWP Inc. from Alan S. Godber, President, LBWP Inc. December 9th, 2011, Re Membership Meeting & Election  of Trustees, December, 2011, Meeting #106 of LBWP, December 20th, 2011 - Page 3.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY.

Membership meetings in 2012 are the Third Tuesday of even-numbered months with additional meetings as decided.  Meetings scheduled are Feb. 21st, April 18th, June 20th, etc.

Water Monitoring

Training for and conducting Water Monitoring on a regular schedule.

If interested, please leave a message at our HQ phone or via the website.

FUTURE MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS & TOPICS

Butterflies,  Current and Future Climate in New Jersey

Sustainable Practices, Carbon Footprints, Energy, etc.

Pollutants in our Streams


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for LBWP ACTIVITIES

(  Water Quality testing, chemical, biological or stream assessment (training provided).

(  Land Use, etc. mapping activities using GIS & GPS methods (training provided).
(  Designing Trails.

( Experts & informed volunteers in Biology, Botany, Zoology, Geology, Civil Eng. & Law.

( Developing Nature Center design.
(  Development of Master Plan and Strategic Plan.

(  Studying land acquisition for Open Space preservation.
(  Spring Environmental Cleanups (Mar.Apr.)
(  Environmental Advocacy issues in all Watershed communities (currently 8+ issues).

(  Organizing watershed walks (Jan.Feb.) 
(  Further development of the current web site www.lbwp.org   

(  Planning/Org. table at Comm. Events (Mar.)
( Planning Environmental Education Pgms (Jan.Feb.)
(  Publication of 2011 Edition, LBWP Newsletter. Need writers, graphic designers.

(  Developing Meetings Programs.
(  Meetings Arrangements.

( Presentations on Nonpoint Source pollution, "Green Construction" & watershed issues (training provided).

(  Membership development.
(  Grant application research and writing.
(  Fund Raising.

(  Attending environmental meetings & conferences to learn or speak on behalf of LBWP.

(
 Organizing activities at HQ - filing, cleaning, gardening, selling organic products.

For further information on any activity or to volunteer for any of the above, see our web site, www.lbwp.org or contact us at: (732) 249-LBWP (5297), at e-mail contact@lbwp.org or at Phone/FAX or e-mail listed above.

Trustee Elections, 2011
Nominations for Trustee made by Nominations Committee at December 9th Nominations Committee Meeting.


Milltown

1 Trustee
Alan S. Godber.  (Three year term).  (2012-2014)


East Brunswick
1 Trustee
None.


South Brunswick
1 Trustee
Raymond Seaman   (Three year term).  (2012-2014)


North Brunswick
1 Trustee
None.  


New Brunswick
1 Trustee
None.

Any of our current 16 voting members are eligible to be nominated for Trustee at the Election on December 20th.   Additional members may be eligible to vote & to run for Trustee if they attend the meeting.  If you wish to nominate someone else for election, please speak to that person & obtain their approval to be nominated & attend the December 20th meeting with the nominee & nominate the person for office.  If you wish to offer yourself as a nominee for office, please find a voting member to nominate you  at the December 20th meeting.

Persons wishing to vote for Trustees must attend the meeting on December 20th in order to vote.  If you wish to nominate a voting member for Trustee at the meeting, but that person cannot attend the meeting, the person nominating must have a written agreement to serve from the person nominated. 

Any questions about the current list of voting members, please contact Alan Godber at Ph./FAX (732) 846-4476,

e-mail agodber@mac.com or Michael Shakarjian at Ph. (732) 828-3275  e-mail  mshakar@aol.com
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Dec. 9, 11 
Lawrence Brook Watershed Partnership Inc.
Membership Meeting #106,

7:30PM, Tuesday, 20th December, 2011,

at Milltown Senior Center, 60 Violet Terrace, Milltown, NJ 08850


DRAFT AGENDA

 1.
Welcome and Introduction of Attendees.

 2.
Approval of Draft Agenda.

 3.
Upcoming Events, Board Actions, Committee Activities.

 4.
Speaker:
 Dr. Beth Ravit, Rutgers University

who will speak about 

“Restoration of Oysters to the Raritan River Estuary”
Q&A

 5.  Refreshments.

 6.  Approval of Draft Minutes of Previous Meetings.

 7.   Election of Trustees.
 8.
Brief Reports of Committees. 
 9.  High Tides - Regular & King Tide Images of Raritan River & Lawrence Brook.
10.
A. Conference: Better planning for storm-water & mitigation of flooding in the LB Watershed.


B. Conference: Planning for best long-term results in use of preserved farms & historic farmhouses in the LB Watershed.

11. Any Other Business.

12. Date, Time and Location of Next Meetings.

13. Adjournment.
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